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Michael T. Nartey or T-Michael as known to many is one of 
the hottest fashion designers in Bergen. He is a man of vision 
coupled with a matching skill and eye for great design. His 
outfits are worn by celebrities, socialites and of course people 
with strong sense of style.

An afternoon
with

Text and photos by Charles Ravndal

It was early af-
ternoon and I 
left in a hurry 
from school. I 
hastily made my 

way to the city centre 
feeling lucky to have 
this short tête-à-tête 
with Bergen’s highly 
esteemed fashion de-
signer, T Michael. De-
spite his busy sched-
ule, he was positive in 
regards to the inter-
view and managed to 
squeeze me in.
	 I’ve met him 
before when I was 
working on a film proj-

ect since he provided 
the outfits for the casts. 
Now, on my second 
time meeting him, he 
never ceased to amaze 
me. He exudes an aura 
of elegance and grace. 
He is very friendly and 
down-to-earth. Talk-
ing to him alone can 
actually spark an in-
spiration.
	 He started thir-
teen years ago with 
a vision of creating 
something revolution-
ary from a fusion of 
traditional tailoring 
and contemporary de-

signs. From tailoring 
he turned it into ready-
to-wear or RTW, but 
suits and dresses are 
still tailored to fit.

	 His main stu-
dio is in Bergen, but 
he also has a shop 

in Oslo. I asked him 
how he finds Bergen 
or Norway in terms 
of fashion, innovation 
and trend. He told me 
that geographic loca-
tion doesn’t hinder 
creativity or style. Ber-
gen is self-contained 
and not experimen-
tal than Oslo, but 
it’s brimming with 
creativity. Infact, his 
products are a reflec-
tion of what Bergen 
is, a marriage between 
classic, and traditional 
with cool and modern 
design.

	 In regards to 
his work inspiration, 
he gathers it every-
where. He even noted 
that either you find it 
or it finds you. As his 
hands were busy on 
an outfit, he continued 
talking.  He said that 
while working in a 
one piece there came 
a sudden idea and he 
made a mental note to 
do something about it. 
He added that work 
begets work. 
	 The future for 
T Michael is bright 
and exciting. He is 

now creating shoes 
and bags which are 
also very stylish and 
sophisticated. Next on 
his future projects are 
accessories which are 
a must have to every 
man and woman. Life 
needs embellishments 
and T Michael will 
surely bring it on!*
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“Learn it the right way.”

- Try to understand the build 
up of clothing before one 
starts sketching. When one 
understands how it’s made up 
then one can make something 
revolutionary out of it.

T Michael
Skostredet 9A

N-5017 BERGEN
&

Kirkegt. 20
N-0153 OSLO

3


